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We hope that the summer term has begun well, and that
some semblance of normality is returning your school. The
last year has been a truly testing time for everyone and we are
very grateful for the remarkable job you have done supporting
our very vulnerable learners.
The Virtual School continues to develop, responding to the
needs of our Looked After children and young people but also
our partners in education and Children’s Social Care. The introduction of the ePEP this term marks the end of a very long
journey which we hope will make the PEP process smoother,
more joined up and capable of producing better plans to support the education of our cohort. We have changed the way
we gather attendance data to improve the quality of this information and increased the support available to DTs, adding
a problem solving meetings with EPS support. Keep sharing
with us what you need and we will do our best. We are here to
help.
Emily Walters
Virtual School Head

SOME MEETING/TRAINING DATES FOR SUMMER 2021
DT network meeting
20.5.21 2.00 - 4.30
Delivered via Microsoft Teams - links out to all schools
w/b 3.5.21
East DT workshop
West DT workshop
21.6.21
23.6.21
2.00-4.00
2.00-4.00
Delivered via Microsoft Teams - links out to all schools

To reserve places and receive links to
any of these online development
opportunities, contact
thevirtualschool@somerset.gov.uk

w/b 7.6.21
Working with the Traumatised Child
27.4.21 9.30-11.30
10.5.21 9.30-11.30
17.6.21 9.30- 11.30
NB This is a programme of 3 mornings and attendance at all
three sessions is required
Sensory Processing

For more details of opportunities visit

8.6.21 1.30-4.30

the training page of the VS website
www.somersetvirtualschool.co.uk

PREVIOUSLY LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN
In order to develop our offer for Previously Looked
After Children (PLAC), and to understand the needs
of our schools with PLAC, we have put together a
short Microsoft Forms questionnaire. Please do
take 2 minutes to complete it as it will help to
shape the support we offer in the future.
Claire Eastwood is our Advisory Teacher leading on
the Previously Looked After Children agenda. Claire

is looking for schools and parents/guardians who
might be interested in being part of a working party to develop our PLAC offer. If you feel you may
be able to help or know someone who could
please add your details in the last question of the
questionnaire.
You can click on the link or paste this url into your
browser to share your views

https://forms.office.com/Pages/
ResponsePage.aspx?
id=BvYktXr3okqNov5wNDsMzr_JrQ7tNd9KpMotYI1KuZUQTdOTlJCUzg2T0lFVU9FWUdTWk9QRE1IQy4u

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

SEMH
SNAPSHOTS
Do look out for our SEMH updates being sent
out to schools during each term. The first of
these came out via email to all DTs in November. Our latest is here in case you missed it and
all copies will be uploaded to the VS website
www.somersetvirtualschool.co.uk

We are mindful that you may be welcoming
more children into school over the remainder of
this term and facing new challenges to keep
everyone physically and psychologically safe.
We have all faced many changes over the past
year, and change and uncertainty can be unsettling for everyone. For our children looked after, change is often something they have experienced a lot over time and as a result anxiety
can be amplified; sometimes resulting in behaviours which put themselves and others at risk.
This week’s SEMH Snapshot is the first of a set
of short videos by paediatrician Jo Crane,
aimed at parents but equally useful for school
staff. Each video is less than 5 minutes long, so
ideal for staff CPD. The introductory video explains Dan Siegal’s hand model and how cortisol and adrenaline affect our brains when reacting to things seen as a threat. The hand
model is a really useful way to explain to children and young people (and adults too) what is
happening when they ‘flip their lids.’ Subsequent videos explore how other hormones affect our brains.
Jo Crane Introduction to the hand model

Did you know? This year Adoption UK celebrates
it’s 50th Anniversary! For 50 years they have supported, advocated, championed and been there for
adoptive families around the UK. If you haven’t vis-

ited their website before, click on the link below
and take a few minutes to look at their resources
and the different types of support they can offer
both schools and parents
https://www.adoptionuk.org/

We have also attached a presentation by Taunton Deane Partnership College SEMH Top Tips
to this email. This was recently shared at the
Taunton Area SENCO Network Meeting and
may be of interest to you.

If you would like to provide feedback, recommend resources, tips, and clips for other
DTs, please email:
virtualschool@somerset.gov.uk
with the subject ‘SEMH Snapshots’

PERSONAL EDUCATION PLANS
(PEPS) UPDATE
We have now rolled out our training sessions for all parties in connection with the introduction of the Somerset
electronic PEP (ePEP) which we are introducing in the
summer term 2021. Many thanks to the very large numbers of colleagues who made the time to attend. If you
were not able to or would like to review the sessions we
have recordings of the online meetings available to view
via the Virtual School website
www.somersetvirtualschool.co.uk
During the summer term we will be running both the
ePEP and the old, paper based system to help you
‘acclimatise’. We will keep you up to date via the usual
emails and meeting invitations but please do make sure
we know who you by emailing your contact details to
the VS. From September we will be operating entirely
electronically so do make sure you have your log in and
password and have had a look around the new system
so you are ready to use it.
This letter is going out to all schools with a Somerset
CLA on roll to explain the ePEP. If you have not yet received a copy it might be worth getting in touch to
make sure you are on our list and receiving all the relevant information.
We hope the introduction will go smoothly and that the
ePEP will make the creation of high quality education
plans for CLA easier for all. Thank you in advance for all
your work to support this development.

ATTENDANCE MONITORING
FOR SOMERSET CLA
The most recent lockdown and implications for
schools caused a great deal of additional work and
effort for everyone. We noticed a change in the
way schools were using the new attendance app to
record CLA absence and do appreciate the complexities that all school were working under.
Please can you ensure that there is an appropriate
member of staff charged with returning the attendance data we need for our CLA. If you are uncertain
what to do or how to access the reporting buttons,
please contact us or have a look at our FAQ sheet
available via our website or the link here.
http://www.somersetvirtualschool.co.uk/staff/
attendance-app-completion-guidance/

POST 16 FOCUS
Attendance in Post 16 Settings
Following the introduction of the new attendance app
2.11.20, a number of issues for our colleagues in post
16 settings have emerged. We are working with representatives from this sector to tweak our processes and
ensure accurate attendance data can be returned from
all setting with CLA on roll.
Virtual CPD event for educators – 27th April
Giving a peek into how construction is progressing at
Hinkley Point C, providing an overview of upcoming
outreach activities and presenting information about
training/job opportunities for your students, this is a
great opportunity to see what is available via this significant employer.
Register to attend

For young people considering their next steps into
local FE, there is a range of opportunities continuing
against hte complex Covid situation
Strode College
Virtual tours of the campus, advice on support services, enrichment and sport opportunities, as well as
videos about studying A Levels, T Levels, vocational
courses and apprenticeships here https://www.strodecollege.ac.uk/why-choose-us/virtual-tours-of-strodecollege/
Yeovil College
Information Event and Apprenticeship Job Fair Monday 14th June 2021 register here
Bridgwater & Taunton College
Learn more about T Levels T Levels - Bridgwater &
Taunton College (btc.ac.uk)
Explore upcoming events and a wide range of courses
Events Archive - Bridgwater & Taunton College
(btc.ac.uk)
Weston College
Keep a look out for the latest events or explore a wide
range of courses News and events | Weston College
Somerset EBP
News and resources to support education including
information on the EBP careers alerts available for
parents/carers
HotSW Careers Hub
Careers Hub News detailing available careers delivery
resources

RESOURCES TO SUPPORT
VULNERABLE LEARNERS
There are some excellent resources available , designed
to support children returning to school after significant
disruption to their learning, something that is a very
particular and complex issue for Children looked After.

Virtual School Support For
DESIGNATED TEACHERS
We ran the first of our additional Designated Teacher
Network meetings in the autumn term and were
pleased with the feedback and suggestions from
those attending.

Somerset Educational Psychology Service has produced
two very useful packs for schools and if you haven't
had a look at them yet, it might be worth a quick read.
‘Educational Psychology Support
for Schools Returning to Full Functioning Following COVID-19’ is
widely available but we have created a link from our website
‘Resources’ page .
We now offer a ‘central’ (geography has become less
important during Covid working!) meeting for all
Another useful EPS guide is

schools in the first half and then a follow up meeting

‘Emotionally Based School

or workshop in the second half of the term held in

Avoidance’ which is also

both the east and the west.

available via the EPS and
also on our website. Do
have a browse and see if
there are ideas you would
like to explore.

The network/workshop meetings are lead by our Advisory Teacher team and although there are links to
our termly theme and time for any updates and
Qs&As, the east/west meetings have a focus on
problem solving with an EP leading a solution circle
type of peer support discussion. Attendance at the
Spring meetings was really impressive and the feedback suggested colleagues enjoyed both the online
nature of the meeting and the space provided for
sharing and developing understanding and skills.
The summer DT network meeting in May is being
lead by the EPS offering us a focussed session on
relational approaches to school based support and
promises to be both practical and thought provoking.
Please note the dates on the front page of this newsletter and make sure we know you are the DT at your
school by emailing thevirtualschool@somerset.gov.uk to be sure of receiving the
link to access the MSTeams meeting.

SEND IMPROVEMENT UPDATE: IP6.1 INCLUSION INQUIRY LAUNCHED
Somerset County Council and NHS Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group are working in partnership to improve
Somerset’s services for children and young people (aged 0-25) with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities
(SEND). The work being undertaken is outlined within the Written Statement of Action (WSoA) and divided into Improvement Priority (IP) areas. As part of IP6.1, we have launched an ‘Inclusion Inquiry’ in order to find out about educational inclusion within Somerset.
The inquiry is now open and provides people with an opportunity to have their say by Friday 30 April 2021.
What is the Inclusion Inquiry?
This is not an audit or an evaluation but a conversation. We want to hear from you about your experiences of education inclusion in Somerset. By education inclusion, we mean that children and young people with any additional
needs or disabilities are able to access and participate in education without experiencing issues and barriers.
We would like to hear from children, young people, parents, carers, families, professionals, community members and
anyone who would like to contribute. We are interested in what has been a good experience for you, what could
have been improved and what you would like to see happen in the future in school, in your community and if relevant, in any clubs or leisure activities. Your views will be used to help us understand what we do well and what we
could do better.
You can find more information about the Inclusion Inquiry, including video clips and a poster/flyer by visiting SEND
Improvement update: IP6.1 Inclusion Inquiry launched (somerset.gov.uk)
How do you have your say?
1. Click on the Inclusion Inquiry survey link you will find on the website page above and answer a few questions.
2. Contact your school, a trusted adult, professional or organisation and ask how you can be involved in the Inclusion
Inquiry.
3. Post letters, drawings, documents to: Inclusion Inquiry, County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY Remember to include
your name and contact email address if you want us to get back in touch.
4. Send a message/upload a video, photo or sound clip via WhatsApp on 07775 221297.
5. Email Inclusion_Inquiry@somerset.gov.uk with you view, and attach any photos or documents.
If you have any questions please contact us at: inclusion_inquiry@somerset.gov.uk

VIRTUAL SCHOOL & LEARNING SUPPORT TEAM
CLA SUPPORT 2020-21
(UPDATED JANUARY 2021)

EAST

WEST
Lead Advisory Teacher - Sarah Melhuish

Lead Advisory Teacher - Helen Berryman

Advisory Teachers

Anne Constable

Cassie Jones

Claire Eastwood

Julie Hunt

Zoe Crarer

Advisory Teachers

Heidi Humpage

Jackie Jones

Mark Long (LAT for SEND)

Sian Biggs

Wendy Birkett

Jo Milum
Learning Mentors

Kerry Ashworth

Natalie Cochrane

Polly Slade

Catherine Steadman
Post 16 Officer - Gary Roper

Learning Mentors

Bev Robson

Ella Kusiak

Emily Ballard

Emma Dickinson
Post 16 Officer - Abi Calderwood-White

From September 2020, the advisory team supporting CLA has been working out of East and West pods, with the
staff within these two areas linked to the schools, colleges and settings there. We hoped this has worked well
for schools.
We have added to our team through the autumn term, with three excellent new Learning Mentors: Catherine,
Emma and Polly joining us and from January 2021, we have two further Advisory Teachers working with us, too.
Zoe will be part of the west pod and Jo will have her CLA work based in the east but will work with the SEND
agenda across the east and west.

GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE VIRTUAL SCHOOL
& LEARNING SUPPORT TEAM
If you are not sure who you need to contact about a particular CLA, please email
thevirtualschool@somerset.gov.uk
and your query will be directed to the right person. This mailbox is staffed year round although the Advisory team works during school term time.
If you have a query about Previously Looked After Children, we have a dedicated mailbox for these
questions
PLACSomersetInclusion@somerset.gov.uk
The Virtual School website remains a source of information and provides links to a range of resources
and guidance including support for completing PEPs, Education Plans for Previously Looked After Children (EPPLAC) and the current Pupil Premium Policy .
www.somersetvirtualschool.co.uk

